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Census: Relief programs staved off hardship in COVID crash 


By RICARDO ALONSO-ZAL- 
DIVAR 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Massive government re- 
lief passed in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
moved millions of Ameri- 
cans out of poverty last 
year, even as the official 
poverty rate increased 
slightly, the Census Bureau 
reported Tuesday. 

The official poverty meas- 
ure rose 1 percentage 
point in 2020, with 11.4% 
of Americans living in pov- 
erty, or more than 37 mil- 
lion people. It was the first 
increase in poverty after 
five consecutive annual 
declines. 

But the Census Bureau's 
supplemental measure of 
poverty, which takes into 
account government ben- 
efit programs and stimulus 
payments, showed that 
the share of people in pov- 
erty dropped significantly ’ 
after the aid was factored In this June 29, 2021, file photo people ride their bikes past a homeless encampment set up along the boardwalk in the Venice 
in. neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
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Continued from Front 

The supplemental poverty 
measure was 2.6 percent- 
age points lower than its 
pre-pandemic level in 2019. 
Stimulus payments moved 
11.7 million people out of 
poverty, while expanded 
unemployment benefits 
kept 5.5 million from falling 
into poverty. Social Security 
continued to be the na- 
tion's most effective anti- 
poverty program. 

"This really highlights the im- 
portance of our social safe- 
ty net," said Liana Fox, chief 
of the Census’ poverty sta- 
tistics bureau. 

That finding is likely to res- 
onate in a divided Con- 
gress, where President Joe 
Biden's $3.5 trillion "Build 
Back Better’ domestic 
agenda faces uncertain 
prospects. Two anchors of 
last year's COVID response 
— enhanced unemploy- 
ment benefits and a fed- 
eral eviction moratorium 
— have expired, adding to 
concerns. 

The White House quickly 
took note. 

"The key takeaway from 
this report is the extremely 
powerful anti-ooverty and 
pro-middie class income 
impacts of the govern- 
ment response in 2020," 
said sookeswoman Emilie 
Simons. "It isn't enough to 
temporarily lift people out 
of poverty, we need fo pro- 
vide opportunities for work- 
ing Americans and _ their 
families to stay there." 

The Census reports re- 
leased Tuesday cover in- 
come, poverty and health 
insurance, and amount to 
an annual check-up on the 
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In this April 23, 2020, file photo, President Donald Trump's name is seen on a stimulus check is- 
sued by the IRS to help combat the adverse economic effects of the COVID-19 outbreak, in San 
Antonio. 


economic status of aver- 
age Americans. They are 
based on extensive surveys 
and analysis. 

During last year's epic eco- 
nomic collapse, employ- 
ers shed 22.4 million jobs in 
March and April, the sharp- 
est decline since records 
began in the 1940s. Weekly 
applications for unemploy- 
ment benefits topped 6 
million in a single week in 
April, by far the highest 
on record. Since then, the 
economy has recovered 
three-quarters of those lost 
jobs, but the US. still has 5.3 
million fewer positions than 
before the pandemic. 

A basic indicator of the 
economic health of the 
middle class registered the 
shock. 

The median — or midpoint 
— household income de- 
creased by 2.9% to $67,521 
in 2020. The median is a 
dividing line, with half of 
American households hav- 
ing lower incomes and the 
other half, higher. It was the 
first statistically significant 
drop in that measure in 
nearly a decade. 

Driving the erosion, the 
number of people with 
earnings from work fell by 


about 3 milllon and the 
number of full-time year- 
round workers contracted 
by some 13.7 million. 

Below those toplines it was 
a story of haves and have- 
nots. 

People who held on to 
steady year-round jobs saw 
an increase in economic 
well-being, with their medi- 
an earnings rising 6.9% after 
adjusting for inflation. Peo- 
ple on the lower rungs of 
the job market, those with 
part-time jobs or trying to 
stay afloat in the gig econ- 
omy, lost ground as me- 
dian earnings decreased 
1.2% for workers overall. 
Despite widesoread con- 
cerns that the pandemic 
would make millions more 
Americans Uninsured, 
health coverage held its 
own in 2020, Census found. 
More than 91% of Ameri- 
cans had insurance, but 28 
million were uninsured. 

But Larry Levitt of the non- 
partisan Kaiser Family Foun- 
dation said the numbers 
revealed some _— glaring 
exceptions. For example, 
38% of poor working age 
adults in the dozen states 
that have not expanded 
Medicaid were uninsured. 
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Biden's budget bill would 
provide a workaround for 
more than 2 million caught 
in that coverage gap. 

"It would be hard to find a 
group that struggles more 
to get access to affordable 
health care," Levitt said. 
Congress passed five bipar- 
tisan COVID-19 response 
bills last year, totaling close 
to $3.5 trillion and signed 
into law by then-President 
Donald Trump. This year 
Democrats pushed through 
Biden's nearly $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan on 
party-line votes. Its effects 
are not reflected in the 
Census reports. 

Though some of the federal 
aid last year was delayed 
for reasons from wrangling 
over costs to problems with 
distribution, on the whole it 
insulated American fami- 
lies from economic disas- 
ter that would have com- 
bounded the public health 
crisis. Some groups were 
left out, such as people not 
legally authorized to be in 
the country. 

As Americans fought over 
measures such as mask 
wearing and closing down 
businesses and commuv- 
nity life, lawmakers of both 
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parties were motivated to 
take dramatic action, said 
economist Bruce Meyer, a 
University of Chicago ex- 
pert on poverty. 

"You had Democrats who 
were very focused on help- 
ing those who were unem- 
ployed and hurting, and 
you had Republicans who 
were willing to do many 
things to help the reelec- 
tion of their president, so 
there was a confluence of 
incentives, or of desires, by 
politicians on both sides," 
he said. 

On a historical note, the 
Census reports document- 
ed that government aid 
was much more effective 
in preventing poverty last 
year than in the aftermath 
of the 2008-2009 Great Re- 
cession, a decade earlier. 
Even after accounting for 
government programs, the 
supplemental measure of 
poverty rose in 2010, while 
it fell sharply in 2020. That 
reflects how much more fi- 
nancial juice was provided 
by Congress and the Trump 
administration in 2020, 
compared with President 
Barack Obama's roughly 
$900 billion package _ in 
2009. 

That's relevant to the cur- 
rent debate over Biden's 
social infrastructure plan, 
said public policy analyst 
Robert Greenstein of the 
Brookings Institution think 
tank. 

"For people who have a 
cynical view that nothing 
much government does 
works effectively, particu- 
larly on the poverty front, It 
will be harder to maintain 
that view," said Greenstein, 
who founded the Center 
on Budget and Policy Pri- 
orities, @ nonprofit advo- 
cating on behalf of low-in- 
come peoole. 

Among other provisions, 
the Biden plan extends 
tax credits for families with 
children, which is seen as a 
strategy for reducing child- 
hood poverty and its long- 
term consequences.L} 
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Democrats revise elections bill but face Senate headwinds 
| as 


By BRIAN SLODYSKO 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen- 
ate Democrats unveiled a 
pared back elections bill 
Tuesday in hopes of kick- 
starting their stalled push to 
counteract new laws in Re- 
publican states that could 
make it more difficult to 
cast a ballot. 

But the new compromise 
legislation Is likely doomed 
to fail in the 50-50 Senate, 
facing the same lockstep 
Republican opposition 
that scuttled their previ- 
ous attempts fo pass an 
even more sweeping Dill. 
The GOP blasted the ear- 
lier measure as "UNNECces- 
sary" and a "partisan power 


grab." 
Republican-controlled leg- 
iskatures have enacted 


restrictions over the past 
year in the name of elec- 
tion security that will make 
it harder to vote and could 
make the administration of 
the elections more subject 
to partisan’ interference. 
Texas, which already has 
some of the country's strict- 
est voting rules, recently 
adopted a law that will fur- 
ther limit the ability to cast a 
ballot, empower party poll 
watchers and create new 
criminal penalties for those 
who run afoul of the rules — 
even if inadvertently. 

The spate of new voting 
laws — many inspired by 
former President Donald 
Trump's false claims of a 
stolen election — have 
ratcheted up pressure on 
Democrats in Congress fo 
pass legislation that could 
counteract the GOP push. 
Trump's claims of election 
fraud were widely rejected 
in the courts, by state offi- 
cials who certified the re- 
sults and by his own aftor- 
ney general. 

“We have seen unprec- 
edented attacks on our 
democracy in states across 
the country. These attacks 
demand an immediate 
federal response,” said Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
the lead sponsor of the 
new bill. 

The revised legislation was 
negotiated for weeks by a 
group of Democratic sena- 
tors and includes many of 
the same provisions as the 
previous bill, known as the 
For the People Act. 


It would establish national 
rules for running elections, 
limit partisanshio in the 
drawing of congressional 
districts and force the dis- 
closure of many anony- 
mous donors who spend 
big to influence elections, 
according to a summary 
obtained by The Associ- 
ated Press. 

But if also includes a num- 
ber of changes sought by 
West Virginia Sen. Joe Man- 
chin, who is the chamber's 
most conservative Demo- 
crat. That includes provi- 
sions that would limit, but 
not prohibit, state voter ID 
requirements, as well as 
the elimination of a pro- 
posed overhaul of the Fed- 
eral Election Commission, 
which was intended fo al- 
leviate partisan gridlock 
at the election watchdog 


agency. 
The new measure also 
dumps language that 


would have created a 
public financing system for 
federal elections. If would 
instead establish a more 
limited financing system 
for House candidates that 
states could opt to partici- 
pate in. 

Other provisions are aimed 
at alleviating concerns 
from local elections of- 
ficials, who worried that 
that original bill would have 
been too difficult to imple- 
ment. And some new addi- 
tions are aimed at insulat- 
INg Nonpartisan election of- 
ficials, who may be subject 
to greater partisan pressure 
Under some of the new 
state laws. 

White House sookeswom- 
an Karine Jean-Pierre said 
Tuesday that the adminis- 
tration was "encouraged 
by the momentum and 
said President Joe Biden 
would "continue to work 
with Congress’ to pass the 
bill. 

Yet despite the changes, 
Republicans are expect- 
ed to uniformly oppose 
the measure, which they 
say amounts to a federal 
takeover of elections. That 
leaves Democrats well 
short of the 60 votes need- 
ed to advance the bill un- 
less they change the Sen- 
ate's filibuster rules, which 
Manchin and other moder- 
ates have ruled out. 





Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., left, and Cliff Albright, executive 
director of Black Voters Matter, attend a rally for voting rights, 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


Manchin has said Congress 
shouldn't pass voting legis- 
lation unless if is bipartisan. 
He has shopped the revised 
bill to some Republican 
senator in recent weeks, 
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seeking their support. But 
there are no indications of 
any signing on. 

Manchin told reporters 
Tuesday that the new Dill 
“makes more sense, It's 


more practical, more rea- 
sonable," but said he "didn't 
have anything to- say’ 
about making changes to 
the filibuster. 

"Now we have fo sif down 
and work with our Republi- 
can colleagues,” he said. 
‘im headed to do that right 
now, Klobuchar said be- 
fore walking on to the Sen- 
ate floor. 

But moments later, Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell threw cold water 
on the bill, calling it “a solu- 
tion in search of a problem" 
that “we will not be sup- 
porting.” 

"Let me say for the ump- 
teenth time,” the Kentucky 
Republican said. "There 
is no rational basis for the 
federal government tak- 
ing over how we conduct 
elections."L} 
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Push for Native American curriculum | in schools makes gains 


By SUSAN HAIGH Associ- 
ated Press 

For years, many Native 
American tribes have felt 
their history has not been 
given its due by schools in 
Connecticut, a state that 
takes its name from an AIl- 
gonquian word meaning 
“land on the long tidal river." 
soon, however, schools will 
be required to teach Na- 
tive American studies, with 
an emphasis on local tribes, 
Under a law passed this 
year at the urging of tribes 
including the Mashantuck- 
et Pequot Tribal Nation, 
best known today for its 
Foxwoods Resort Casino. 
"When you're in Connecti- 
cuf, to not learn about 
the Eastern woodland 
tribes, the tribes that Con- 
necticut was founded on, 
(that) was the issue that we 
were pressing, said Rod- 
ney Butler, chairman of the 
Mashantucket Pequots. 

It has been a long-running 
goal of many Native Amer- 
icans to have more about 
their history and culture 
taught in grade schools. 
New requirements have 
been adopted in Connect- 
icut, North Dakota and Or- 
egon and advocates say 
their efforts have gained 
some momentum with the 





Rodney Butler, Chairman of the Mashantucket iauagen Tribal Nation, participates in the Schemitzun 
grand entry on Mashantucket Pequot Reservation, in Mashantucket, Conn., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 


2021. 


nation's reckoning over ra- 
cial injustice since the killing 
of George Floyd. 

The legislation affecting 
schools has advanced 
alongside new bans on 
Native American mascots 
for sports teams and states 
celebrating Indigenous 
Peoples Day in place of 
Christopher Columbus Day. 
The push for curriculum re- 
quirements has not been 


without challenges, with 
some legislatures deem- 
ing new laws unnecessary 
because Native American 
history already is reflected 
in school curriculum. There 
also have been some steps 
in the opposite direction 
amid battles over how 
topics related to race and 
racism are taught in class- 
rooms. 

In South Dakota, a group 
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of teachers and citizens 
charged with crafting new 
state social studies stan- 
dards said last month that 
Gov. Kristi Noem's admin- 
istration deleted from their 
draft recommendations 
many elements intended 
to bolster students’ under- 
standing of Native Ameri- 
can history and culture. 
They said changes made 
to the draft gave it a politi- 


cal edge they had tried to 
avoid, aligning it instead 
with the Republican gover- 
nor's rhetoric on what she 
calls patriotic education. 
The Department of Edu- 
cation said in a statement 
that it relied heavily on the 
recommendations from the 
workgroup and made ‘cer- 
tain adjustments before the 
release of the draft to pro- 
vide greater clarity and fo- 
cus for educators and the 
Oublic." 

Meanwhile, in Montana, 
tribes and the parents of 18 
students filed a federal law- 
suit in July, alleging state 
education leaders are vio- 
lating a state constitutional 
requirement to teach all 
children about the unique 
culture and heritage of Na- 
tive Americans. 

A 2019 report from the Na- 
tional Congress of Ameri- 
can Indians, which — sur- 
veyed 35 states with fed- 
erally recognized _ tribes, 
found nearly 90% of states 
said they had efforts under- 
way to improve the qual- 
ity and access to Native 
American curriculum. While 
a majority said it's included 
in their schools, less than 
half said it was required 
and specific to tribal na- 
tions in their state. L) 





Justice Dept. curtails agents: use of 'no-knock’ warrants 





In this March 13, 2021 file photo, Tamika Palmer, center, the 
mother of Breonna Taylor, leads a march through the streets of 
downtown Louisville on the one year anniversary of her death in 
Louisville, Ky. 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Justice Department said 
Tuesday it is curtailing fed- 
eral agents’ use of "no- 
knock" warrants — which 
allow law enforcement 
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agents to enter a home 
without announcing their 
presence — and would 
also prohibit its agents from 
using chokeholds in most 
circumstances. 

The updated policy follows 


the March 2020 death of 
Breonna Taylor, who was 
shot and killed by police 
in her home during a no- 
knock warrant and whose 
death led to months of 
mass protests over racial 
injustice in policing and the 
treatment of Black people 
in the United States. 

A no-knock warrant, as its 
name implies, is an order 
from a judge that allows 
police to enter a home 
without prior notification to 
the residents, such as ring- 
ing a doorbell or banging 
on the door. In most cases, 
the law requires that of- 
ficers must knock and an- 
nounce themselves before 
entering a private home to 
execute a search warrant. 
But the Justice Depart- 
ments new policy, en- 
acted by Deputy Attorney 
General Lisa Monaco on 
Tuesday, Is more limiting 


than what is permitted by 
law. And obtaining such a 
warrant would require ap- 
oroval from both federal 
orosecutors and a super- 
visory law enforcement 
agent. 

Under the updated policy, 
federal agents would be 
limited to using a no-knock 
warrant only in. situations 
when an agent “has rea- 
sonable grounds to be- 
lieve that knocking and 
announcing the agent's 
oresence would create an 
imminent threat of physical 
violence to the agent and/ 
or another person.” There 
are limited exceptions to 
that rule, but agents seek- 
iINg a warrant in those clir- 
cumstances would need 
approval from the agency's 
director and the U.S. afttor- 
ney or an assistant attorney 
general before seeking the 
warrant from a judge. 


There have been grow- 
ing calls to ban no-knock 
warrants since Taylor, a 
26-year-old emergency 
medical worker, was killed 
in her Louisville, Kentucky, 
home by officers. She was 
shot multiple times after be- 
ing roused from her bed by 
police during a no-knock 
warrant as part of a drug 
investigation. No drugs 
were found, and the war- 
rant was later found to be 
flawed. 

Police generally seek a no- 
knock warrant if the situa- 
tion might be extraordinari- 
ly dangerous or if a suspect 
is likely to destroy evidence 
when police knock on the 
door. But critics have said 
their use has increased dra- 
matically in recent years 
and some departments 
use them routinely in cases 
that don't merit such an 
exception.) 
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By HUIZHONG WU and SAM 
McNEIL 

BEIJING (AP) — A Beijing 
court ruled against a Chi- 
nese woman on Tuesday 
in a #MeToo case that 
wound through the courts 
for three years, in a blow to 
the tamped-down move- 
ment whose legacy re- 
mains uncertain. 

The Haidian People's Court 
said in a judgment released 
late Tuesday night that 
Zhou Xiaoxuan, who had 
become the face of the 
country's #Meloo move- 
ment, did not meet the 
burden of proof in claiming 
that Zhu Jun, her superior at 
her place of work, sexually 
harassed her. 

Zhou was a former intern at 
Chinese state broadcaster 
CCTV and went public with 
accusations against Zhu, 
a prominent CCTV host, in 
2018 as dozens of women 
began to speak out about 
their past experiences of 
being harassed or assault- 
ed. Since then, the move- 
ment has been _§ largely 
shut down by authorities as 
activists found their online 
posts censored and faced 
pressure from authorities 
when irying to hold pro- 
tests, but Zhou has contin- 
ued To soeak out. 

"I'm very thankful for ev- 
eryone, whether we win or 
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Zhou Xiaoxuan, left, a former intern at China's state broadcaster CCTV, is accosted by hostile by- 


standers outside a courthouse in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021. 


lose, I'm very honored to 
have experienced these 
last three years," Zhou said 
to reporters outside the 
court Tuesday afternoon, 
as unidentified men and 
women came up and tried 
to push her along. 

One woman yelled “pan- 
demic safety," trying to pre- 
vent Zhou from speaking, 
while a man questioned 
whether it was appropriate 
for her to speak alone. 

A woman who tried to hold 
UD a sign saying "Stand- 


ing Together’ was quickly 
surrounded by police and 
had the sign ripped out of 
her hand. She said later 
that police then asked for 
her national identification 
number. 

Zhou brought the © sult 
against Zhu to counter a 
suit he had already lodged 
against her. She accused 
him of groping and forc- 
ibly kissing her in 2014., and 
asked for a public apol- 
ogy as well as 50,000 yuan 
($7,600) in damages. Zhu 
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has denied the claims. 
While the movement no 
longer has protests or law- 
yers and others helping 
victims take legal action, 
some people are still Oush- 
ing to get justice for vic- 
tims of sexual violence, 
even if they do not cite the 
#MeTloo label. 

A series of sexual assault 
and rape accusations in re- 
cent weeks has drawn noa- 
tional attention. The most 
orominent was an accusa- 
tion of sexual assault made 


by an Alibaba employee 
against two men. Chinese- 
Canadian singer Kris Wu 
was also arrested in Beijing 
on suspicion of rape over 
accusations made online. 

In August, accusations 
posted online by victims 
led separately to the de- 
tention of a math teacher 
on charges of forcible mo- 
lestation and the firing of a 
popular TV host at Hunan 
Television. Shanghai police, 
who _ initially declined to 
oress Charges in the latter 
case, have said they have 


reopened the _investiga- 
tion. 
"These incidents are a 


part of #MeToo, without 
a doubt," said Lu Pin, the 
founder of Feminist Voices, 
an online publication that 
was shut down by censors 
in 2018. "Without #MeToo, 
it's impossible to imagine 
these types of things com- 
INg OUT." 

After the #MeToo move- 
ment swept China, authori- 
ties resoonded with legal 
changes that activists and 
legal experts say have not 
yet led fo real change on 
the ground. They defined 
sexual harassment in the 
country's civil code, a mas- 
sive effort approved in 2020 
that organized civil laws 
and promised certain rights 
to citizens. L} 


Greece probes crash that killed witness in Netanyahu trial 


By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
and LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Authorities in Greece on 
Tuesday opened an inves- 
tigation into the crash of a 
private plane from Israel 
that killed a prosecution 
witness in the corruption 
trial of former Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu. 

Haim Geron, a former se- 
nior official at Israel's min- 
istry of communications, 
and his wife Esther, were 
killed in the crash late 
Monday off the island of 
Samos. The Israeli Foreign 
Ministry identified the vic- 
tims, both 69, adding that 
consular officials and the 
ministry were working with 
the family to return the 


bodies. 

Geron was one of more 
than 300 witnesses that 
orosecutors listed for Ne- 
tanyahu's trial on corrup- 
tion charges. He Is on trial 
for allegedly accepting ex- 
pensive gifts from wealthy 
associates. Netanyahu, 
now the opposition leader 
in Israel's parliament, has 
denied all the accusations 
and mocked the size of 
the witness list. 

Greece's Air Accident In- 
vestigation and Aviation 
Board is investigating the 
causes of the crash, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The single-engine Cessna 
182 took off from Haifa, Is- 
rael, and crashed near Sa- 
mos Airport. 

"Shortly before landing, 
communication with the 


control tower on Samos 
was lost and the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority informed the 
search and rescue cen- 
ter about the loss of com- 
munication,’ the authority 
said in a statement. 

The bodies of the two Is- 
raeli occupants were re- 
covered by the coast 
guard several hours later 
with the help of divers. Fish- 
ing boats as well as vessels 
from the European Union's 
border protection agen- 
cy, Frontex, joined Greek 
coast guard vessels in the 
recovery effort. 

Witnesses on the island in- 
terviewed by local news 
media said the crash oc- 
curred as the plane made 
an unsuccessful approach 
to land at Aristarchos Inter- 
national Airport. 





A coast guard vessel arrives with two bodies at Pythagorio port, 
on the eastern Aegean island of Samos, Greece, late Monday, 
Sept. 13, 2021. 


As \|srael's longest-serving 
orime minister, Netanyahu 
soent a total of 15 years 
in office, but recent years 
were marred by the cor- 
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ruption allegations and a 
string of deadlocked elec- 
tions. The trial resumed 
Monday after a_ three- 
month break.L)} 
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Nigeria faces one or Its worst cholera shale in years 
oa 


By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — N-- 
geria is seeing one of its 
worst cholera outbreaks In 
years, with more than 2,300 
people dying from suspect- 
ed cases as Africa's most 
populous Country struggles 
to deal with multiple dis- 
ease outbreaks. 

This years cholera out- 
break, with a higher case 
fatality rate than the previ- 
ous four years, is worsened 
by what many consider to 
be a bigger priority for state 
governments: the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. Nigeria 
faces a resurgence of cas- 
es driven by the Delta vari- 
ant, and less than 1% of the 
population has been fully 
vaccinated. 

At least 69,925 suspected 
cholera cases were record- 
ed as of Sept. 5 in 25 of Ni- 
geria's 36 states and in the 
capital, Abuja, according 
to the Nigeria Center for 
Disease Control. Children 
between 5 and 14 are the 
most affected age group 
and the overall case fatal- 
ity rate is 3.38%, more than 
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A girl carrying water on her head walks past sewage around houses in Abuja, Nigeria, Friday, 


Sept. 3, 2021. 


double that of COVID-19's 
1.3% case fatality rate in Ni- 
geria. 

At least 2,323 people have 
died from suspected chol- 
era this year, but there are 
concerns that might be 
an undercount given that 
many affected communi- 


ties are in hard to reach 
areas. 

States in Nigeria's north 
where flooding and poor 
sanitation increase’ the 
risk of transmission are the 
hardest hit. The 19 states in 
the north account for 98% 
of the suspected cases. 


Associated Press 


Cholera is endemic and 
seasonal in Nigeria, where 
only 14% of the population 
of more than 200 million 
have access to safely man- 
aged drinking water supply 
services, according to gov- 
ernment data from 2020, 
which also shows that open 


defecation Is still practiced 
by at least 30% of residents 
in 14 states 

Nigeria also continues to 
see regular outbreaks of 
yellow fever, Lassa fever, 
measles and other infec- 
tious diseases. 

"We must remain conscious 
that these multiple out- 
breaks can further strain 
our health system," outgo- 
ing Nigeria CDC director- 
general Chikwe lhekweazu 
told The Associated Press. 
But he and other officials 
say the experience from 
those health crises has 
helped Nigeria prepare for 
the worst. "Prior investment 
in diagnostic capacity, 
case management, elec- 
tronic surveillance systems, 
event-based surveillance, 
risk Communication, logistic 
management systems and 
national/subnational work- 
force develooment have 
paid off significantly during 
COVID-19 pandemic," he 
said. 

That has not contained 
cholera, however, and in 
some states, authorities 
have said COVID-19 has 





Once inmates, Taliban now in charge in a Kabul prison 





Taliban fighters, some former prisoners, chat in an empty area 
of the Pul-e-Charkhi prison in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, Sept. 
13, 2021. 


KABUL (AP) — Once, Kabul's 
main prison was crowded 
with thousands of Taliban 
captured and arrested by 
the government. On Mon- 
day, a Taliban commander 
strolled through its empty 
halls and cell blocks, show- 
ing his friends where he had 
once been imprisoned. 

It was a sign of the sudden 
and startling new order in 
Afghanistan after the mili- 
tant group swept into the 


Associated Press 


capital nearly a month ago 
and threw out the crum- 
bling, U.S.-backed govern- 
ment it had fought for 20 
years. 

The Taliban now run Pul-e- 
Charkhi Prison, a sprawling 
complex on Kabul's eastern 
outskirts. After capturing 
the city, the fighters freed 
all the inmates there, the 
government guards fled, 
and now dozens of Taliban 
fighters are running the fa- 


cllity. 

The commander, who re- 
fused to give his name, was 
On a personal visit to the 
complex with a group of his 
friends. He told The Associ- 
ated Press he had been 
arrested around a decade 
ago in eastern Kunar prov- 
ince and was brought to 
Pul-e-Charkhi, bound and 
blindfolded. 

| feel so terrible when | re- 
member those days," he 
said. He said prisoners suf- 
fered abuses and forture. 
He was imprisoned for 
around 14 months before 
he was released. "Those 
days are the darkest days 
of my life, and now this the 
happiest moment for me 
that | am free and come 
here without fear." 

Many Afghans as well as 
governments around the 
world have been alarmed 
by the swift Taliban sei- 
zure of power, fearing the 
movement will impose a 
similar, harsh rule as they 
did during their first time 
ruling in the 1990s. But for 


the Taliban fighters, it's a 
moment to savor a vic- 
tory after years of grueling 
fighting — and fo see a city 
few of them have entered 
since the war began. 

For some of the Taliban 
guards accompany- 
ing the AP, it was the first 
time they'd entered the 
abandoned cell blocks. 
They looked with curlos- 
ity through the cells, still lit- 
tered with things the last in- 
mates left behind — fabrics 
hanging from the walls and 
windows, small rugs, water 
bottles. 

One fighter exchanged his 
sandals for a better pair 
he found in a cell. Then he 
found yet a better pair and 
exchanged again. Oth- 
ers played with the former 
prisoners’ makeshift weight 
bars. 

Pul-e-Charkhi had a long, 
disturbing history of vio- 
lence, mass executions and 
torture. Mass graves and 
torture cells were uncov- 
ered dating from the Sovi- 
et-backed governments of 


the late 1970s and 1980s. 
Under the US.-backed 
government, if was more 
known for poor conditions 
and overcrowding — its 
11 cell blocks were built to 
house 5,000 inmates, but 
were offen packed with 
more than 10,000, includ- 
ing Taliban prisoners and 
criminals. 


Taliban prisoners often 
complained of abuses 
and beatings, and there 


were regular riots. Still, they 
kept up their organization 
behind bars, winning con- 
cessions like access to cell 
ohones and longer time 
outside their cells. 

Some of the Taliban now 
guarding the site were for- 
mer inmates. The govern- 
ment guards have fled and 
dont dare return, fearing 
reprisals. Though the facil- 
ity remains largely empty, 
one section holds around 
60 people imprisoned in 
the past few weeks, who 
the guards said were most- 
ly accused criminals and 
drug addicts.L] 
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Haiti vovceutar asks judge to charge, probe PM in slaying 


By EVENS SANON- and 
DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haiti's chief prosecutor 
on Tuesday asked a judge 
to charge Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry in the slaying of 
the president and asked of- 
ficials to bar him from leav- 
ing the country, a move 
that could further destabi- 
lize a country that seemed 
to be calming after turmoil 
that followed the assassi- 
nation and a recent major 
earthquake. 

The order filed by Port-au- 
Prince prosecutor Bed-Ford 
Claude came on the same 
day that he had requested 
Henry meet with him and 
explain why a key suspect 
in the assassination of Presi- 
dent Jovenel Moise called 
him twice just hours after 


the killing. 
‘There are enough com- 
promising elements ... fo 


prosecute Henry and ask 
for his outright indictment," 
Claude wrote in the order. 
A spokesman for Henry 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 
Claude said the calls were 
made at 4:03 and 4:20 a.m. 
on July 7, adding that evi- 
dence shows the suspect, 
Joseoh Badio, was in the 
vicinity of Molse's home at 
that time. 

Badio once worked for Hai- 
ti's Ministry of Justice and 
at the government's anti- 
corruption unit until he was 
fired in May amid accusa- 
tions of violating unspeci- 
fied ethical rules. 

In the two-page docu- 
ment, Claude said the calls 
lasted a total of seven min- 
utes and that Henry was at 
the Hotel Montana in Port- 
qau-Prince at that time. He 
also noted that a govern- 
ment official tweeted last 
month that Henry told him 
he never spoke with Badio. 
On Monday, Justice Min- 
ister Rockfeller Vincent or- 





In this July 20, 2021 file photo, Haiti's designated Prime Minister Ariel Henry, center, and interim 
Prime Minister Claude Joseph, right, pose for a group photo with other authorities in front of a por- 
trait of slain Haitian President Jovenel Moise at the National Pantheon Museum during a memorial 


service for Moise in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 


dered the chief of Haiti's 
National Police to boost se- 
curity for Claude because 
the prosecutor had re- 
ceived "important and dis- 
turbing" threats in the past 


five days. 
The judge in the case, 
Garry Orelien, is required 


to investigate based on 
Claude's request and has 
three months to determine 
whether the facts in the 
case justify any action. He 
would then issue an ordi- 
nance dictating what hap- 
pens to the case, said Brian 
Concannon, an adviser for 
the Institute for Justice and 
Democracy in Haiti. 

Robert Fatton, a_ Haitian 
politics expert at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, said there 
is clearly a fight within the 
government between Hen- 
ry and those who support- 
ed Molise. 

"We have a very confusing 
situation, G power struggle 
at the moment, and we 
will see who will win it," he 
said. ‘It's not clear where 
we are going, and it's not 
clear what the internation- 


al community thinks about 
everything.” 

In recent days, Haiti's om- 
budsman-like Office of Citi- 
zen Protection announced 
it took the “objective and 
courageous’ decision to 
demand that Henry step 
down and asked that the 
international §=community 
stop supporting him. 

Henry has not specifical- 
ly addressed the issue in 
public, although during a 
meeting with politicians 
and civil society leaders 
on Saturday, he said he is 
committed to helping sta- 
bilize Haiti. 

"Rest assured that no dis- 
traction, no summons or 
invitation, No maneuver, 
no threat, no rearguard 
combat, no aggression will 
distract me from my mis- 
sion,’ Henry said. "The real 
culprits, the — intellectual 
authors and coauthor and 
sponsor of the assassination 
of President Jovenel Moise 
will be found and brought 
to justice and punished for 
their crimes." 

Moise had appointed Hen- 





ry as prime minister shortly 
before he was killed at his 
private home in an attack 
that also seriously injured his 
wife, Martine Motse. 

More than 40 suspects 
have been arrested in the 
case, including 18 former 
Colombian soldiers. Author- 
ities are still looking for ad- 
ditional suspects, including 
Badio and a former Haitian 
senator. 

The investigation is ongo- 
ing despite court clerks 
having gone into hiding 
after saying they had been 
threatened with death if 
they didn't change certain 
names and statements in 
their reports. 

In addition, a Haitian judge 
assigned to oversee the in- 
vestigation stepped down 
last month citing personal 


Associated Press reasons. L) 
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88% of August 2109 departing passengers recovered in August 2021 
99,093 passengers departed in August 2021 


ORANJESTAD —- Aruba Aijir- 
port Authority N.V. (AAA) 
reports as follows on AUA 
Airport’s performance for 
August 2021; yet another 
strong month of recovery 
versus the same period in 
2019. 


In August 2021, AUA Airport 
handled 99,093 departing 
passengers. This was 9% 
less than the month be- 
fore. During the past month 
AUA Airport recovered 88% 
of the amount of depart- 
iNg passenger that were 
handled in 2019 during 
that same monin. In August 
2021 80,571 passengers 
(pax) travelled to the US, 
9,302 pax to Europe, 3,387 
pax to the Netherlands An- 
tiles, and 5,833 pax to Latin 
America. 


An average outbound pas- 
senger load factor (PLF) 
(number of seats of the 
total seats on board an 


aircraft that are occupied 
when departing from AUA 
Airport) for the US Market 
of 87% was reported during 
the month of August 2021, 
while the average PLF for 
all markets was at 86% dur- 
ing that same period (in 
comparison to 2019 where 
an average PLF for all mar- 
kets of 85% was reached). 


During the past month, AUA 
Airport averaged 29 flights 
per day, down from 35 dai- 
ly flights during the same 
period in 2019. In that same 
period in 2020 we only han- 
dled a total amount of 218 
flights whilst our national 
border re-opened in July of 
2020 for all commercial op- 
erations. 


About AUA Airport 

AUA Aijroort is one of the 
busiest airoorts in the Ca- 
ribbean region, with 19 
different airlines operating 
into Aruba contributing in 





processing over 2.5 million 
passengers per year (pre- 
covid) and providing air 
service to 20 destinations 
worldwide. AUA Airport is 
operationally solid where 
over 95% of all visitors are 
leisure guests: 83% from the 
United States & Canada, 
6% from Latin America, 8% 
from Europe, and 3% from 


Dutch Caribbean, year to 
date, March 2021. AUA Alr- 
port attributes this to the 
island’s stable economic 
and political climate, hos- 
pitable and = multilingual 
population, and safe en- 
vironment. AUA — Airport 
Undergoes continuous up- 
grades to maintain its posi- 
tion as one of the region’s 


most innovative airports. 
Learn more about what's 
happening at AUA Airport 
by visiting Wwww.dirporta- 
ruba.com and connect 
with AUA Airport on Twitter. 
com/Aruba_Airport, Face- 
book.com/ArubaAirport, 
Instagram.com/arubaair- 
port/ and Linkedin.com/ 
ArubaAirport.L) 


Opening ceremony of Parliamentary year 2021-2022 


ORANJESTAD - The Gov- 
ernor of Aruba, His Excel- 
lency Alfonso Boekhoudt, 
gave a_ speech at open- 
ing of the Parliamentary 
year 2021-2022 which took 
place on Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 14, 2021. The ceremony 





also took place in Curacao 
and Sint Maarten at the 
same time. 


In the annual soeech, the 
Governor as head of gov- 
ernment announces policy 
plans for the coming year. 


The main theme con- 
cerned the strengthening 
of democracy in Aruba. 

The opening of the parlia- 
mentary year of the States 
of Aruba takes place an- 
nually on the second Tues- 
day of September. Just 


like in 2020, there was also 
Qa modified opening cer- 
emony this year, taking into 
account the corona mea- 
sures In force. 


Military presence at the 
opening ceremony 

With gun salutes and miili- 
tary ceremonials, Defense 
was present this morning at 
the Openings of the States 
in Aruba and Curacao. The 
military presence is a tra- 
dition and marks the link 
between politics and the 
armed forces, at the start 
of the new political year. 
The military presence at the 
Openings of the States was 





on both Aruba and Cura- 
cao. Detachments of the 
Royal Netherlands Army 
(Compagnie in the West) 
and the Curacao miilitia 
were present on Curacao. 
On Aruba this was the Ma- 
rine Squadron Carib. The 
ceremonial was complet- 
ed in both countries by mu- 
sic from the drums and pip- 
ers of the Marine Corps. In 
addition, salute shots were 
fired from Fort Krommelijn in 
Curacao. 

On Sint Maarten, the mili- 
tary presence at the Open- 
ing of the States was can- 
celed due to the COVID 
situation there. } 
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— WIN A SHARE OF UPTO — 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
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Aruba’'s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater won- 
ders is something you should definitely do dur- 
ing your stay in Aruba. The underwater world 
has everything to offer that makes a snorkel 
trip so exceptional; an impressive, colorful sea 
life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful cor- 
al reef. The historic shipwrecks, located on the 
Aruban seabed are also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beaches and blue oceans, 
which means there are many fascinating under 
water spots, where you can take your snorkel- 
ing gear and we selected the top spots for you. 
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Tres Trapi 

Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Pa- 
piamento Is together with Dutch the official lan- 
guage spoken on Aruba. The beach is called 
Tres Trapi because It is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a small 
rocky beach, located on the north-western 
side of the Island, approximately 5 to 10 minute 
drive from Palm Beach. From the unique steps 
you can easily walk over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue ocean. While snorkel- 
ing you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes 
and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in 
the Aruban waters is the red cushion sea star. 
This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you 
are lucky during your snorkeling visit to Tres Tra- 
pl, you may come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Resoect the animal, keep your distance 
and enjoy the view. Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 
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in Hamburg, Germany. Antilla came to Aruba, 
because if had to find a neutral port. When 
Germany invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 
1940, the crew decided to let their own ship 
sink, to prevent it from falling info the hands 
of the Dutch Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in 
Malmok bay, and the sunken word war two ship 
is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, the ship wreck can 
only be reached by boat. The ship Is visible from 
the surface and during your snorkeling trip you 
be surrounded by hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the ship wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 

Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach Is located on the southern 
part of the island. On the way to the famous 
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area marked until where It is recommended to 
snorkel and on the beach you will find different 
facilities. It is a perfect beach to soend your day 
snorkeling and relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 

Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on 
the southern-west part of the island. The beach 
is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach 
by a bridge through the mangroves and then 
you will have several entrances to the sea. 
There are diverse spots where you can enjoy a 
perfect beach day, wooden stairs made to en- 
ter the water and a dock to sit on and enjoy the 
view. Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the 
snorkeling experience. Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside 
the bay is a bit more challenging for beginners 
because of the wind and the waves, but the 
coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.L) 
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Harbour House Aruba officially open! 





80 % sold, construction in final phase: 
Harbour House Aruba is ready for you! 





ORANJESTAD — It was the official Grand Opening of 
Harbour House Aruba last Thursday, June 10th. The 
residence consisting of 94 units is located in the for- 
mer Mar Azul building, right in the heart of Oranjestad. 
The two brothers Irwin J. Perret-Gentil and Alberto Per- 
ret-Gentil from PERING, one of the largest, privately- 
owned Real Estate and construction firms in Venezu- 
ela and Aruba, officially opened their new jewel in the 
presence of the invitees. 


Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart investment 
or personal living space. A state-of-the-art lobby, an 
ocean-view gym, bar service, rooftop with 360 de- 
grees view of Oranjestad, on-site parking, 24-hours 
security and a top floor lounge area with Jacuzzi's. 
Cherry on the cake: an infinity pool with a panorama 
on the harbour. 

Harbour House Aruba offers cosmopolitan living in a 
beach-chic environment. The residence is fast-selling 
their studios, two-bedroom and three-bedroom units 
for many reasons but in a nutshell we can name: 
great location, great value for your money and great 
quality. To see exactly what still is available you may 
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check the website which shows you a 
map with sold and open units. Updates 
on construction are also on forehand. 
When you live abroad stopping by to 
check Upon your purchase is not that 
simple, yet with the monthly updates 
on their website, it is a lot easier. 


Hottest condo in town 

Aruba Today talked to one of the own- 
ers from New York: “This is going to be 
the hottest condo building on the is- 
land because this is the very first thing 
people see when they arrive here by 
cruise ship and It is the only one com- 
bining the ocean, port and city. We 
feel so happy to be the owner here, 
also, the organization is amazing. We 
are being accommodated in every 
way, the attention you get is extraor- 
dinary.” 
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Boardwalk 
Living here includes being part of 
Oranjestad and alll its benefits. Around 
the Harbour House building a board- 
walk is constructed allowing you to 
Stroll along the waterfront and enjoy a 
drink on a terrace or dive into the art 
gallery, souvenir store or even have 
dinner facing the atmospheric harbour 
of Oranjestad. 

The process of purchase is easy, wheth- 
er you are abroad or on the island. 
Make an appointment through the 
website to visit the sales office when 
you are here. In that way you can ac- 
tually see the unit, materials and ame- 
nities. If you are not on the island the 
website can help you out and the sales 
office is happy to send you all needed 
documentation for you to orientate. 
When agreed upon the unit you sign 
an agreement and move forward with 
the down payment which is $ 50.000. 
At receipt of that amount the sales is 
closed and the price will not change. 
You know what you get and will not be 
surorised by price changes. The pay- 
ment agreements after the deposit will 
be discussed and are flexible. Harbour 
House Aruba assist also in financing by 
banks. 

For more information: httos://harbour- 
housearuba.com._) 
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Adapt or else: Downtown businesses cope with new reality 


By MAE ANDERSON and 
TOM KRISHER 

AP Business Writers 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dowr- 
town businesses in the U.S. 
and abroad once took 
for granted that nearby 
offices would provide a 
steady clientele looking for 
breakfast, lunch, everyday 
goods and services and 
last-minute gifts. As the re- 
silient coronavirus keeps of- 
fices closed and workers at 
home, some are adapting 
while others are trying to 
hang on. 

Some businesses are al- 
ready gone. The survivors 
have taken steps such as 
boosting online sales or 
changing their hours, staff- 
ing levels and what they 
offer customers. Others are 
relying more on residential 
traffic. 

Many business owners had 
looked forward to a re- 
turn toward normalcy this 
month as offices reopened. 
But now that many compa- 
nies have postponed plans 
to bring workers back, due 
to surging COVID-19 cases, 
downtown businesses are 
reckoning with the fact 
that adjustments made on 
the fly may become per- 
manent. 

In downtown Detroit, Mike 
Frank's cleaning business 
was running Out of money 
and, it seemed, out of time. 
Frank started Clifford Street 
Cleaners eight years ago. 
Pre-opandemic, month- 
ly revenue was about 
$11,000, but by last Decem- 
ber, when many down- 
town offices had to close, 
revenue had dropped to 
$1,800, Frank said. 

Frank had to borrow mon- 
ey from his wife to pay the 
bills. “It got down to, | was 
almost ready to go out of 
business." 

Instead of shutting down, 
Frank adapted. He con- 
verted part of his store into 
a small market with tooth- 
paste, laundry detergent, 
shampoo, bottled water, 
soft drinks and other es- 
sentials. He also delivered 
clean laundry and goods 
from the store. 

Eventually, some foot traf- 
fic returned. With the com- 
bination of retail sales and 
dry cleaning, revenue is 
back up to about $4,100 





Macy Norman, center, serves a table of guests at Puckett's Grocery and Restaurant, Friday, Sept. 


10, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. 


oer month, he said. That's 
enough to keep him afloat, 
and the figure is improving 
each month. 

In Lower Manhattan, 224 
businesses closed their 
doors in 2020 and 2021, 
according to the Alliance 
for Downtown New York. 
About 100 have opened. 
"There's no question, it's 
hard for business districts 
like Ours, We miss OUr Work- 
ers," said Jessica Lappin, 
oresident of the Alliance 
for Downtown New York. 
"Nobody misses them more 
than local businesses." 
Lappin predicts office work- 
ers will come back, but It 
might be two or three days 
a week, on different days 
or in shifts. 

"Just in the way we had to 
adjust so dramatically to 
being at home alll the time, 
there is an adjustment to 
coming back," she said. 

A block from Wall Street, 
Blue Park Kitchen used to 
have lines out the door 
each weekday as office 
workers waited to buy one 
of the grain bowls Kelly Fitz- 
patrick served as a healthy 
lunch option. 

"Things are completely dif- 
ferent," she said. 

Online orders now account 
for 65% of the business — al- 
though they are less profit- 
able because the online 
apps take a cut. Higher- 
margin catering orders re- 
main non-existent and Blue 
Park has reduced its staff 
by nine workers. 


"At our peak in July 2021 
(before the delta variant 
surge), we had about 65% 
of peak pre-COVID busi- 
ness," Fitzpatrick said. 
Fitzoatrick has seen more 
offices reopen and hopes 
more companies return in 
October, before the slower 
holiday months of Novem- 
ber and December. 
Nearby, Aankit Malhotra 
took over Indian restaurant 
Benares with his brother in 
2019. When the pandemic 
hit, overnight, their core 
banking clientele vanished. 
No one came in for the $13 
three-course lunch special 
the restaurant was known 
for. 

Previously, lunch account- 
ed for 95% of Benares' busi- 
ness. 

Now, Benares has about 10 
lunch orders a day, down 
from 100. But locals, grate- 
ful that the restaurant kept 
its pre-oandemic hours of 
10:30 a.m. fo 11 ~.m. every 
day, are keeping the broth- 
ers afloat. 

Business is back to around 
70% of pre-pandemic lev- 
els, heloed by delivery and 
dinner meals. The clientele 
has changed from work- 
ers to younger people and 
families from nearby Bat- 
tery Park City. 

"It's nice to see not just cor- 
porate people downtown. 
It's becoming more of a 
family-oriented place." 
Jorge Guzman, assistant 
orofessor of business man- 
agement at Columbia Uni- 
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versity, said the shift of eco- 
nomic activity away from 
downtowns Is likely to last. 
There has been a boom in 
entrepreneurship in non- 
downtown New York areas 
like Jamaica, Queens, and 
the South Bronx. 
“Downtowns are not go- 
ing to die, exacily. It's not 
like Midtown's going any- 
where. But it's going to be a 
little bit more of a mix, More 
residential and mixed-use 
concepts.. 

Across the Aflantic in Lon- 
don, office workers have 
been slowly trickling back 
to their desks since the gov- 
ernment lifted COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions on 
July 19. The U.K. saw a peak 
of delta cases in July, but 
the numbers fell sharply in 
about two weeks. Recent- 
ly, however, cases have 
been climbing again. 

The number of commut- 
ers Is nowhere near pre- 
pandemic levels, making it 
tough for small businesses in 
Central London's financial 
district to survive. 

‘It was amazing, it was 
good, it was busy before 
the pandemic," said Rado 
Asatrian, who has worked 
as a barber at the Man-oj 
hair salon in the financial 
district for six years. Before 
COVID-19 , he usually had 
10 to 15 customers a day, 
but now it's down to three 
or four. 

"Now, It's just so empty,’ 
said Asatrian. He said he 
is considering moving to a 


busier location, switching 
careers, or moving abroad. 
In some downtowns, while 
the workers are still remote, 
the tourists are back and 
providing a boost to busi- 
nesses. 

In Atlanta, Kwan's Deli and 
Korean Food is doing just 
about as much summer- 
time business as it did be- 
fore the pandemic, said 
Andrew Song, whose family 
owns the restaurant. 

At the height of the pan- 
demic, Kwan's had _lost 
about 80% of its business, 
reduced its hours and 
cut staff. But the deli has 
bounced back thanks to 
tourists from the Georgia 
Aquarium and events at a 
nearby convention hall. 
Still, the delta variant surge 
is creating uncertainty 
about the fall. Song said he 
has heard that some busi- 
nesses have relocated per- 
manently or downsized. 

"It's sort of hard to imagine 
what it will look like with of- 
fice regulars not returning 
or being more remote,’ he 
said. 

In Nashville, Lyle Richard- 
son, chief operating officer 
for restaurant operator A. 
Marshall Hospitality, said he 
has seen the city's restau- 
rant industry ravaged by 
the coronavirus epidemic. 
He sits on the board of the 
Tennessee Hospitality As- 
sociation trade group and 
estimates that hundreds 
of restaurants have had to 
close. 

Those who stayed open 
made adjustments. Rich- 
ardson stopped — serving 
lunch at one restaurant, 
Deacon's New South, fo 
focus on dinner after of- 
fice workers went remote. 
But he kept his other res- 
taurant, Puckett's Grocery 
& Restaurant, open from 7 
aim: To. 11 -6:m.. TO “atiract 
the tourists flocking back to 
the city. 

‘The normalcy we called 
pre-COVID, that no longer 
exists," he said. "We have to 
be prepared, on our Toes, 
to adapt. * 

Back in Detroit, business 
at Cannelle by Matt Knio, 
a downtown bakery and 
sandwich shop, has re- 
bounded above 2019 levels 
after a precipitous drop-off 
early in the pandemic.) 
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By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS DOWN 
1 China flaw 1 Artery 
5 Airships problem 
11 Seript unit 2 Walk 
12 Ventilate in the 
13 Guimbe woods 
vegelable 3 Backwards 
14 Inad- 4 Casserole 
equate bit WIE/E/O/SHBA/DIE|S 
15Gollpeg 5 Washroom —_-Yesterday’s answer 
16 Fathers sight 
Day gifts  § In this 1Keptfor 33Less 
17 Blood manner emergen- refined 
lines 7 Crocus cies 34 Since 
19 Mensa eousin 24 Witty 36 Prejudice 
entry 8 Pop's remark 37 Flexed 
numbers partner 21 Petty 38 Steady run 
22 Aids $ Baby fight 39 Radio's 
illegally beagle 22 Sur- Glass 
24Confess 10Pig's digs rounded 40 Online 
26 shopping 16 Frank by picture 
site McCourt 23 lgnoble format 
27 Opera book 25 Cautious 414 Enter- 
Song 18 Question 29Sigh, say —— tainment 
28 Debate from 30 Fare industry, 
- ae Caesar carrier slangily 
stealthy | fF ff Mf PP 
31 Ruby of 
films 
32 Clinic 
shots 
34 Captain of 
fiction 
3o Flow out 
36 Picture 
puzzle 
41 Soft 
cheese 
42 Red-and- 
black bird 
43 Infamous 
Czar 
44 Set 
electrician 
45 Bit of rind CELE au 


AKYDLBAAAR 
BLONGREL LOW 


Q0qre letter stunds tor unother ti this sumple, Ais used 
fer the three Los, X for the wo (Fs, ete. Single letters. 
apostrophes, the Jeneth and formmidion of the veards 
are all hints. Buch day the cade Iatter. are diferent. 


9-15 CRYPTOQUOTE 

PLE VINP PAGW AGSSUJT WRN 
SUNSKU PAN TWOM ¥4J WAL 
O“¥XXKU NIL WAL Y¥NGX-: 
WAUM LUW ¥CI NOUY. 
— GIUCYYI HUQGSI 


Yesterday's Cryptuquote: [T IS AMAZING HOW 
COMPLET: TS THE DEDLOLSTON THAT BEAUTY [Ss 
COODNESS, — LEO TOLSTONY 
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Israeli firm unveils armed robot to 
patrol volatile borders 





Israel Aerospace Industries’ semi-autonomous four-wheel-drive 
"REX MKII" is seen at an IAI facility near the central Israeli city of 
Lod, Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021. 


By ALON BERNSTEIN and 
JACK JEFFERY 

LOD, Israel (AP) — An Is- 
raell defense contractor 
on Monday unveiled a re- 
mote-controlled armed ro- 
bot it says can patrol battle 
zones, track infiltrators and 
open fire. The Unmanned 
vehicle is the latest addi- 
tion to the world of drone 
technology, which is rap- 
idly reshaping the modern 
battlefield. 

Proponents say such semi- 
autonomous machines al- 
low armies to protect their 
soldiers, while critics fear 
this marks another dan- 
gerous step toward robots 
making life-or-death deci- 
SIONS. 

The four-wheel-drive robot 
presented Monday was 
developed by the state- 
owned Israel Aerospace 
Industries’ "REX MkII." 

It is operated by an elec- 
tronic tablet and can be 
equipped with two ma- 
chine guns, cameras and 
sensors, said Rani Avni, 
deputy head of the com- 
pany's QuUTONOMOUS - sys- 
tems division. The robot 
can gather _ intelligence 
for ground troops, carry in- 
jured soldiers and supplies 
in and out of battle, and 
strike nearby targets. 

It is the most advanced of 
more than half a dozen 
Unmanned vehicles de- 
veloped by Aerospace 
Industries’ subsidiary, ELTA 
Systems, over the past 15 
years. 

The Israeli military is current- 
ly using a smaller but similar 
vehicle called the Jaguar 
to patrol the border with 
the Gaza Strio and help 
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enforce a blockade Israel 
imposed in 2007, after the 
tiny territory was seized by 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas. 

Gaza is home to 2 mil- 
lion Palestinians who have 
largely been locked in by 
the blockade, which is also 
supported To some extent 
by Egypt. The border area 
is the site of frequent pro- 
tests and occasional at- 
tempts by Palestinian mili- 
tants or desperate laborers 
to infiltrate into Israel. 
According to the Israeli 
army's website, the semi- 
autonomous Jaguar Is 
equipped with a machine 
gun and was designed to 
reduce soldiers’ exposure 
to the dangers of patrolling 
the volatile Gaza-lsrael bor- 
der. It is one of many tools, 
including drones armed 
with guided missiles, that 
have given the Israeli mili- 
tary vast technological su- 
periority over Hamas. 
Unmanned ground vehi- 
cles are being increasingly 
used by other armies, in- 
cluding those of the United 
States, Britain and Russia. 
Their tasks include logisti- 
cal support, the removal of 
mines and firing weapons. 
The tablet can control the 
vehicle manually. But many 


of its functions, including 
its movement and surveil- 
lance system, can also run 
autonomously. 

"With every mission, the 
device collects more data 
which it then learns from for 
future missions," said Yonni 
Gedj, an operational ex- 
pert in the company's ro- 
botics division. 

Critics have raised con- 
cerns that robotic weap- 
ons could decide on their 
own, perhaps erroneously, 
to shoot targets. The com- 
pany says such capabilities 
exist but are not being of- 
fered to customers. 

"It is possible to make the 
weapon Itself also autono- 
mous, however, it is a de- 
cision of the user today," 
Avni said. "The maturity of 
the system or the user is not 
there yet." 

Bonnie Docherty, a senior 
researcher from the arms 
division of Human. Rights 
Watch, said such weapons 
are worrsome because 
they can't be trusted to dis- 
tinguish between combat- 
ants and civilians or make 
proper calls about the 
harm attacks may do To 
nearby civilians. 

“Machines cannot under- 
stand the value of human 
life, which in essence un- 
dermines human dignity 
and violates human rights 
laws, Docherty said. In a 
2012 report, Docherty, a 
lecturer at Harvard Law 
School, called for fully au- 
tomated weapons fo be 
banned by _ international 
law. 

The defense magazine 
Janes said the develop- 
ment of © autonomous 
ground vehicles has lagged 
behind autonomous alr- 
craft and boats because 
moving across land is far 
more complex than navi- 
gating water or air. LJ 
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Want to Sell your Time Share 
Condo or property in Aruba? 
Contact the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR, 2 bath ocean front 

WK #35 room #346 E 

Price :8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

Studio WK #37 room#832 
33 weeks remain 

Price :$7K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1 BR WK#35 room #2345 
1 BR WK#35 room #2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR WK #34, 35,36 

Room #2518 Garden view 
Price :$4K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR WK #38 room #2322 
Harbour /ocean view 

Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean club 
Palm Beach 

Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view $6K 

2 BR ocean view $8K 

2 BR Ocean front$16K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For sale 
Gold coast 
2 BR, 3 Bath 
Price : $ 280 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214586 


lassitieds 


Condo for sale 

Noord 

Dutch Village 

Motivated seller 

2 BR, 2bath 

Price :$175K 

Call : 011 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

3 BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price : $ 450 K 
Call:011-297 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tanki leendert 

Central located 

2 Bedroom 2 bath ona 
Property land 

Price : $ 230 K 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Felicidad 

Central located 

3 Bedroom 2 bath 

On a property land 

Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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General promises U.S. 
‘surge’ against foreign 


cyberattacks 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
general who leads U.S. 
efforts to thwart foreign- 
based cyberattacks, and 
punish those responsible, 
says he’s mounting a 
“surge” to fight incursions 
that have debilitated gov- 
ernment agencies and 
companies responsible for 
critical infrastructure. 

IN an interview Tuesday with 
The Associated Press, Gen. 
Paul Nakasone broadly de- 
scribed “an intense focus” 
by government specialists 
to better find and share 
information about cyber- 
attacks and “impose costs 
when necessary.” Those 
costs include publicly link- 
ing adversarial countries to 
high-profile attacks and ex- 
posing the means by which 
those attacks were car- 
ried out, he said. “Even six 
months ago, we probably 
would have said, ‘Ransom- 
ware, that’s criminal activ- 
ity,’” Nakasone said. “But if 
it has an impact on a na- 
tion, like we've seen, then 





fee Time Share Resales + Realty im 
| Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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National Security Agency 
(NSA) Director Gen. Paul 
Nakasone testifies during a 
Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence hearing about 
worldwide threats, on Capitol 
Hill in Washington. 
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it becomes a national se- 
curity Issue. If it’s a national 
security issue, then cer- 
tainly we're going fo surge 
toward if."A devastating 
wave of cyberattacks has 
compromised sensitive 
government records and 
at times led to the shut- 
down of the operations of 
energy companies, hospi- 
tals and schools. LJ 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — If you 
can remember the price 
of a 30-ounce jar of may- 
onnaise, what an Armani 
purse goes for and how 
much to pay for an iPhone 
12, there's really only one 
place to shine — "The Price 
Is Right." 

The longest-running game 
show in television history is 
celebrating Its 50th season 
this month and. offering 
viewers a chance fo, as al- 
ways, ‘come on down’ to 
win by guessing the correct 
retail price for various items. 
Some rival game shows re- 
ward their contestants for 
esoteric knowledge, oth- 
ers physicality. With some 
shows, contestants need 
luck, a friend to phone, 
strategy or an ability to 
cook or sing. On "The Price 
Is Right," the value of things 
is Itself valued. 

"This show is about how 
much a can of creamed 
corn Is. That's what's great 
about it. Because whether 
you are just scraping by or 
youre Martha Stewart, you 
probably bought a can of 
cream corn, says George 
Gray, the show's announc- 
er since 2011. 

"The Price Is Right" is a re- 





IPEOPLE & ARTS 
Game show ‘The Price Is 


Right’ celebrates its 5 





The Price is Right show host, comedian Drew Carey, left, appears with longtime former host Bob 


Barker at the CBS Studio Center in Los Angeles on March 25, 2009. 


markably sturdy thing, sur- 
viving the retirement of 
beloved host Bob Barker 
in 2007, a turnover in mod- 
els — sometimes acrimoni- 
ously — the introduction of 
male models in 2012 and 
even out-witting COVID-19. 
It has subtlety evolved, with 
sturdy grandfather clocks 
as prizes replaced by elec- 
tronic gadgets. High-def- 


inition TY monitors make 
exotic trips in the show- 
cases pop these days, and 
the packages themselves 
have become more expe- 
riential, with scuba gear or 
golf clubs added to pack- 
ages to Belize or Scotland, 
respectively. 

“We've really been able 
to keep up with the trend 
of new prizes and what 
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people want today. But it's 
still the same game show 
— you still need to know 
the price of that laptop or 
that iPhone," says Rachel 
Reynolds, a model from Ba- 
ton Rouge, Louisiana, who 
joined the show in 2003. 

Contestants are mostly 
regular people, nursing 
aides or home renovators 
or book store managers. 
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Oth season 


“Good luck, man," current 
host Drew Carey will say. 
Or, “Lets see those great 
orizes back there, Heather." 
They are overjoyed to be 
there. One recently wore 
qa partially bedazzled T-shirt 
that said: "Drew, Let's party 
like it's $19.99." 

The dozens of games — 
from Double Prices to Five 
Price Tags and Plinko — test 
the receipt-minded prices 
of things like a 12-ounce Tin 
of corned beef, a pair of 
stainless steel patio heaters 
and a six-night stay in Phila- 
delohia with a cheesesteak 
tour. The show is so kind 
that even contestants who 
make it on stage but don't 
get to play a pricing game 
leave with a $300 consola- 
tion prize. 

To celebrate its milestone, 
the show this week. will 
feature a game each day 
where contestants can win 
Up to $1 million. A two-hour 
primetime special on Sept. 
30 will include a look back 
at the biggest winners, 
never before seen outtakes 
and a salute to Barker. 

"The Price Is Right" made 
it's debut on NBC in 1956, 
with Bill Cullen as host and 
consisting of four people 
bidding auction-style on 
items.) 


Springsteen's popular artifacts to feature in Grammy museum 





In this Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021, file photo, Bruce Springsteen 





performs during ceremonies to commemorate the 20th anni- 
versary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, at the National September 
11 Memorial & Museum in New York. 


By JONATHAN LADNRUM 
Jr. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bruce 
Springsteen's most memo- 
rable artifacts including his 
favorite Fender guitar and 
stage outfits will be on dis- 
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play in a traveling interac- 
tive exhibit. 

The Grammy Museum an- 
nounced Tuesday that 
Bruce Springsteen Live! 
will ooen at the Grammy 
Museum Experience in 


the Prudential Center in 
Newark, New Jersey, on 
Oct. 1. The exhibit will fea- 
ture Springsteen and the 
E Street Band's live per- 
formance footage, instru- 
ments, stage costumes 
and exclusive interviews. 
The exhibit in New Jersey 
will run until March 20, 2022. 
It will travel fo the Grammy 
Museum in Los Angeles in 
the fall next year. 

"As we reopen the doors to 
Our Museum and so many 
of us return to the work- 
place, it only seemed fit- 
ting that we would look to 
The Boss' to lead the way." 
said Mark Conklin, director 
of artist relations and pro- 
gramming at the Grammy 
Museum Experience Pru- 
dential Center, in a state- 
ment. "No musical artist 
has captured the. sprit 
and resiliency of New Jer- 
seyans in song better than 


Bruce Springsteen, so we 
couldn't imagine a more 
appropriate exhibit at this 
moment.” 

Springsteen's modified 
Fender guitar that was 
featured on several of his 
album covers such as "Hu- 
inch ere “hee «sO 16 
Run’ will be displayed. Oth- 
er items will include stage 
clothing from Springsteen 
and members of E Street 
along with a signed itiner- 
ary from his Human Rights 
Tour, a six-week benefit 
tour in 1988. A ticket booth 
stage prop from the Tun- 
nel of Love tour will also be 
highlighted at the exhibit. 
A saxophone played by 
the late Clarence Clem- 
ons -— who- performed 
alongside Springsteen for 
AO years — will be on dis- 
play. The saxophone was 
passed on to Clemons’ 
nephew, Jake Clemons, 


who continues to use the 
instrument as the newest 
member of the E Street 
Band since 201 2. 

Through an interactive ki- 
osk, visitors will be able to 
view Springsteen's hand- 
written set lists and create 
their own encores to com- 
pare against the legend- 
ary performer's original. 
"Few performers embody 
the soul and excitement of 
live rock and roll like Bruce 
Springsteen and the E 
Street Band," said Co-cura- 
tor Robert Santelli, found- 
ing executive director of 
the Grammy Museum. "This 
exhibit will Undoubtedly 
get fans excited about 
seeing Springsteen again 
in concert, hopefully soon." 
The Grammy Museum 
partnered with the Bruce 
Soringsteen Archives and 
Center for American Music 
at Monmouth University.LJ} 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
Patrick Cantlay closed out 
another victory, this time 
without hitting a shot. 
Cantlay was voted PGA 
Tour player of the year by 
his peers, capturing the 
Jack Nicklaus Award that 
could be seen as a referen- 
dum on how players value 
winning the FedEx Cup. 

His solid year became so 
much more over the final 
two weeks of the season 
when Cantlay won qd sIx- 
hole playoff at the BMW 
Championship over Bryson 
DeChambeau and then 
captured the FedEx Cup 
with a one-shot victory 
over Jon Rahm in the Tour 
Championship. 

"The fact that it's voted on 
by my fellow PGA Tour play- 
ers, | think that means a lot 
to me," Cantlay said Tues- 
day. ‘If wasn't something 
that | necessarily thought 
was on the radar middle of 
the year, but then | closed 
really well and played a lot 
of really nice golf towards 
the end.” 

It presumably was a tight 
race over Rahm, the No. 
1 player in the world who 
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Cantlay wins PGA Tour player of the year award over Rahm 


Patrick Cantlay poses with the trophies after winning the Tour Championship golf tournament and 
the FedEx Cup at East Lake Golf Club, Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021, in Atlanta. 


won the PGA Tour money 
title and the Vardon Trophy 
for the lowest scoring aver- 
age. 

The PGA Tour, however, 
does not reveal the final 
vote or even how many 
players voted, wanting the 
focus to be more on who 
won instead of who didn't. 


But it was hard to separate 
the two on the golf course 
and on paper. 

Cantlay had four victories 
last season, twice as many 
as anyone else, and he 
wound up winning the Fe- 
dEx Cup and its $15 million 
prize. 


One of those victories 
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was the Memorial, where 
Rahm tied the 54-hole 
tournament record and 


had a six-shot lead when 
he was notified he had a 
positive COVID-19 test and 
was forced to withdraw. 
Cantlay wound up beating 
Collin Morikawa in a play- 
off. Another tithe was the 


Tour Championship, where 
Cantlay began at 10-under 
par with a two-shot lead 
because of his No. 1 seed 
in the FedEx Cup stand- 
ings. Rahm began the tour- 
nament four shots behind 
and finished one back of 
Cantlay. 

Cantlay's other victory was 
against a strong field at the 
Zozo Championship, where 
he closed with a 65 at Sher- 
wood Country Club to beat 
Rahm and Justin Thomas. 
The BMW Championship 
was as memorable as any, 
particularly because of so 
many clutch putts Cantlay 
made over the final eight 
holes, six of them in a play- 
off at Caves Valley. He 
came away with the moni- 
ker "Patty Ice" that week, 
and it seems to have stuck. 
| obviously, going forward, 
will take a lot of those ex- 
periences and memories 
that | had from the last 
two weeks, because | think 
drawing on those victories 
is really powerful," he said. 
A year ago, Cantlay came 
Up one putt short of being 
among the top 30 to reach 
the Tour Championship. J 





Slugger Ryan Braun retires after 14- -year career with Brewers 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Ryan 
Braun, the Milwaukee Brew- 
ers home run leader whose 
oroduction was slowed by 
injuries Curing the second 
half of his 14-year career, 
announced his retirement 
on Tuesday. 

Braun hasn't played all sea- 
son and said during spring 
training that he was lean- 
ing toward retirement. The 
2011 NL MVP made it offi- 
cial Tuesday in a video the 
Brewers posted on Twitter. 
"While it's impossible to sum- 
marize my emotions right 
now, what | feel most is one 
simple thing — gratitude," 
Braun said. 

Braun, 37, batted .296 with 
352 homers and 1,154 RBIs. 
He ranks second among 
Brewers in RBIs (1,154), ex- 
tra-base hits (809), total 
bases (3,525) and doubles 
(408). He ranks third in runs 
(1,080), hits (1,963), triples 
(49), stolen bases (216) and 
walks (586). He is fourth in 
games played (1,766). 


Braun became a6 free 


agent after the Brewers 
declined to exercise a $15 
million mutual option in his 
contract last October. The 
six-time All-Star batted a 
career-low .233 with eight 
homers and 26 RBIs in 39 
games last season while 
dealing with a back issue. 
‘| have weighed this de- 
cision for many months," 
Braun said in a statement 
released by the team. 
"While | still love this game 
very much, the time is right 
for me to retire from my 
playing days." 

Braun was one of baseball's 
best hitters from 2007-12, 
but was never the same 
after he was suspended 
midway through the 2013 
season for using perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs. 
He acknowledged that he 
took banned substances 
while rehabilitating an in- 
jury and apologized. 

From 2014 on, Braun nev- 
er played more than 144 
games in a season and 
reached the 30-homer 


mark once after topping 30 
homers five times in his first 
six years, including an NL- 
leading 41 in 2012. 

In his  announcemert, 
Braun thanked the Milwau- 
kee fans for showing him 
“unconditional love" and 
making him and his South- 
ern California-based family 
feel like "We truly belonged 
to this community." 

The Brewers selected Braun 
with the fifth overall pick In 
the 2005 amateur draft out 
of Miami. He was named 
NL Rookie of the Year in 
2007 and ranked in the top 
15 in the MVP voting every 
year from 2008-12. He fin- 
ished second in the MVP 
balloting in 2012 and third 
in 2008. 

lam so fortunate to have 
enjoyed a 14-year career 
wearing the jersey of one 
team, and even more 
grateful that team is the 
Milwaukee Brewers," Braun 
sald. 

The Brewers reached the 
postseason five times dur- 











In this july 28, 2020, file photo, Milwaukee nae ‘even Braun 
warms up on deck during the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Pittsburgh Pirates in Pittsburgh. 


ing Braun's career (2008, 
2011 and 2018-20). 

“Ryan brought us many 
unforgettable moments 
on the field, from playoff- 
clinching, dramatic home 
runs to nearly 2,000 career 
hits," Brewers owner Mark 
Attanasio said in a state- 
ment. "He is unquestionably 
one of the greatest players 
in Brewers history. More- 
over, Ryan has become 
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a good friend to our fam- 
ily, and his commitment 
of countless service hours 
and more than $1 million 
to Community causes over 
the years has impacted 
many lives." 

The Brewers plan to honor 
Braun at a pregame cere- 
mony Sept. 26 before they 
face the New York Mets in 
their regular-season home 
finale.) 
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Cantlay wins PGA Tour player. of ae Latud award over Rahm 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

Patrick Cantlay closed out 
another victory, this time 
without hitting a shot. 
Cantlay was voted PGA 
Tour player of the year by 
his peers, capturing the 
Jack Nicklaus Award that 
could be seen as a referen- 
dum on how players value 
winning the FedEx Cup. 

His solid year became so 
much more over the final 
two weeks of the season 
when Cantlay won qd Six- 
hole playoff at the BMW 
Championship over Bryson 
DeChambeau and then 
captured the FedEx Cup 
with a one-shot victory 
over Jon Rahm in the Tour 
Championship. 

"The fact that it's voted on 
by my fellow PGA Tour play- 
ers, | think that means a lot 
to me," Cantlay said Tues- 
day. "It wasn't something 
that | necessarily thought 
was on the radar middle of 
the year, but then | closed 
really well and played a lot 
of really nice golf towards 
the end." 

It presumably was a tight 
race over Rahm, the No. 
1 player in the world who 
won the PGA Tour money 
title and the Vardon Trophy 
for the lowest scoring aver- 
age. 

The PGA Tour, however, 
does not reveal the final 
vote or even how many 
players voted, wanting the 
focus to be more on who 
won instead of who didn't. 





In this April 23, 2020, file photo, President Donald Trump's name is seen on a stimulus check is- 
sued by the IRS to help combat the adverse economic effects of the COVID-19 outbreak, in San 


Antonio. 


But it was hard to separate 
the two on the golf course 
and on paper. 

Cantlay had four victories 
last season, twice as many 
as anyone else, and he 
wound up winning the Fe- 
dEx Cup and its $15 million 
orize. 

One of those victories was 
the Memorial, where Rahm 
tiled the 54-hole tourna- 
ment record and had a six- 
shot lead when he was no- 
tified he had a positive CO- 
VID-19 test and was forced 
to withdraw. Cantlay 
wound up beating Collin 
Morikawa in a playoff. 
Another title was the Tour 


Championship, where 
Cantlay began at 10-under 
par with a two-shot lead 
because of his No. 1 seed 
in the FedEx Cup stand- 
ings. Rahm began the tour- 
nament four shots behind 
and finished one back of 
Cantlay. 

Cantlay's other victory was 
against a strong field at the 
Zozo Championship, where 
he closed with a 65 at Sher- 
wood Country Club to beat 
Rahm and Justin Thomas. 
The BMW Championship 
was as memorable as any, 
particularly because of so 
many clutch putts Cantlay 
made over the final eight 
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holes, six of them in a play- 
off at Caves Valley. He 
came away with the moni- 
ker "Patty Ice" that week, 
and it seems to have stuck. 
"| obviously, going forward, 
will take a lot of those ex- 
periences and memories 
that | had from the last 
two weeks, because | think 
drawing on those victories 
is really powerful," he said. 

A year ago, Cantlay came 
Up one puit short of being 
among the top 30 to reach 
the Tour Championship. He 
wrote that off to a strange 
season that featured no 
golf for three months be- 
cause of the pandemic, 
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and then followed with a 
breakthrough year. 

His lone disappointment 
were the majors. He missed 
the cut in the Masters and 
British Open this year, with 
his best finish a tie for 15th 
at the U.S. Open. 

Rahm became. the first 
player to finish birdie-birdie 
and win by one shot in the 
U.S. Open, and he finished 
in the top 10 in the other 
three majors. 

Because of the secrecy of 
the ballot, it's hard to know 
how much weight players 
gave total victories, nature 
of the victories, overall sta- 
tistical performances or the 
FedEx Cup. 

Two years ago, Rory Mc- 
lloy won the Jack Nicklaus 
Award with three victo- 
ries, including The Players 
Championship and the Fe- 
dEx Cup. He was up against 
Brooks Koepka, whose 
three wins included a ma- 
jor (PGA Championship) 
and a World Golf Champi- 
onship. Koepka was runner- 
Up In two other majors and 
tied for fourth in the other. 
Also on the ballot this year 
were Morikawa, the Brit- 
ish Open champion; De- 
Chambeau, whose two vic- 
tories in this "super season" 
included the U.S. Open last 
September, and two-time 
winner Harris English. 

Rahm, meanwhile, won the 
PGA of America award as 
player of the year. That's 
based on points, with triple 
value for winning a major.L) 





NBA goes ahead with plan to test unvaccinated players often 





In this June 3, 2021, file photo, Denver Nuggets forward Aaron 
Gordon looks to pass against the Portland Trail Blazers during 
the first half of Game 6 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff 
series in Portland, Ore. 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 

For NBA players, the sce- 
nario this season is simple: 
Get vaccinated or get test- 
ed, and often. 

The league fold its teams 
on Tuesday that it is going 
ahead with a plan where 
those who are fully vacci- 
nated against the corona- 
virus will not need to submit 
to regular testing. Those 
who are unvaccinated, 
however, will undergo rig- 
orous testing — one test 
on practice or travel days, 
and at least one test on 
game days. 

Teams were given param- 
eters of the plan earlier this 
month and the league, 


in @ memo Tuesday ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press, revealed more de- 
tails to its clubs about how 
the testing will work. Many 
of the tests given this sea- 
son will be administered 
through Cue Health, which 
provides rapid molecular 
tests and processes them 
through mobile technology 
in about 20 minutes. 

Tests that will clear an un- 
vaccinated player to be 
ina game will still be of the 
PCR variety, the league 
said. There will be scenarios 
where vaccinated  play- 
ers must test, such as when 
showing potential symp- 
toms of COVID-19. It also 


remains possible that vac- 
cinated players may have 
to test weekly during train- 
ing camp, though talks on 
that issue are continuing. 
The National Basketball 
Players Association has not 
mandated to players that 
they be vaccinated, de- 
spite the NBA's hope that 
would be the case. All oth- 
ers who will be in the vicin- 
ity of players during games 
this season — coaches, 
team staff, referees, court- 
side stat-crew workers and 
more — will be vaccinated. 
The NBA said that about 
85% of the league's players 
were vaccinated by the 
end of last season. L) 


